
“Why the Resurrection Matters”
1 Corinthians 15

The resurrection of Jesus is a historical fact and not a mythical hope (1-11)
Paul reminded the Corinthian believers of the one thing that made them believers: Their faith in 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. What they believed was essential, because the Gospel was and still is the 
power of God for salvation to all who believe (Rom. 1:16). The Christian faith is a faith that is based 
on fact. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus died for sin; that Jesus was buried and truly dead; 
and that on the third day God raised Jesus from the dead. The Corinthian believers didn’t have to put 
their hope in myths that couldn’t be validated; instead, they could verify and have confidence in these 
historical facts about the death and resurrection of Jesus. There were plenty of eye witnesses still 
alive that could verify the resurrection of Jesus, which was one reason that the attempts of the Jewish 
leaders to discredit the resurrection never succeeded. Today, we can have complete confidence in the 
resurrection of Jesus because His resurrection is a historical fact that has stood the test of time.
1. Read 1 Cor. 15:1-2. Discuss what these verses reveal about the importance of believing the true 

Gospel. Why does it matter what we believe?
2. Read 1 Cor. 15:3-4. What is the Gospel? How would you share the Gospel — these facts about 

Jesus — with someone? How was the Gospel shared with you when you were saved?
3. What is the importance of Paul’s account of all of the people who witnessed Jesus after His 

resurrection? How could you use this passage with someone who is struggling with faith in Jesus?

The resurrection of Jesus is essential to the real hope of the Gospel (12-19)
Apparently, there were people in Corinth who were denying that there was a resurrection from 

the dead. If it is the case that there is no resurrection, then Paul logically argued that that would mean 
that Jesus wasn’t resurrected from the dead either. If Jesus wasn’t resurrected from the dead, then 
Paul concludes that there would be no Gospel. In fact, if Jesus wasn’t resurrected from the dead, 
then believers are misrepresenting God and are holding onto a hope that’s not real. Paul’s point was 
that the resurrection cannot be removed from the Gospel. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is what 
makes the Gospel good news. The resurrection of Jesus is the real hope of the Gospel, which brings 
hope into this life even in the face of death in this life. The resurrection is essential to the Gospel.
1. Read 1 Cor. 15:14. Why would your faith be in vain without the resurrection? How does the 

resurrection bring meaning and power to your faith?
2. Read 1 Cor. 15:19. Paul says that hope in this life alone isn’t enough. Why? What does this say 

about where our real hope comes from?
3. Do you have a hard time focusing on eternity when you’re dealing with problems in this life? Do 

you know anyone else who has this problem as well? How can a resurrection focus help?

The resurrection of Jesus is the proof of God’s victory over sin and death (20-34; 50-57)
Paul moves from the hypothetical to fact in 1 Cor. 15:20 when he says, “But in fact Christ has 

been raised from the dead….” Paul goes on to remind the Corinthian believers that while death 
entered the world through the sin of Adam, life and the resurrection entered the world through Jesus 
Christ. He also reminds the believers that all power and authority had been given to Jesus, and that in 
the end, Jesus will put all of His enemies under his feet, conquering and destroying death. Without 
the resurrection, faith and the testimony of faith in baptism are pointless. Without the resurrection, 
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why would it matter how we live in this life … if this life is all that there is! But the reality is that the 
resurrection of Jesus is the proof of God’s victory over sin and death, and in the proof of the 
resurrection of Jesus believers can have confidence in God’s victory over sin and death in their lives!
1. Read 1 Cor. 15:20-28. In these verses, what is the significance of the resurrection of Jesus?
2. Interpreting 1 Cor. 15:29-34 is difficult. It’s dangerous to build a theology off of passages that are 

unclear. It’s safer to interpret what this passage says about baptism based on what we know 
about baptism. Read Rom. 6:1-6. How might this passage be interpreted based on what Romans 
6 teaches about the symbolism of baptism?

3. Read 1 Cor. 15:50-57. Discuss how this passages gives us strength and hope today?

The resurrection of Jesus reveals the future reality for those in Christ (35-49)
In these verses, Paul points to the reality of the immortality and improvement of resurrected 

life. Just as there are differences in bodies here on earth, there will be a substantive difference in our 
resurrected bodies. What is perishable will become imperishable. What is dishonorable will be 
glorious. What is weak will become powerful. Paul reminded the believers that just as they inherited 
the fallen image of sinful man, through their faith in Jesus Christ they will be resurrected and inherit 
the glorious image of Jesus: “The man of heaven!” The resurrection of Jesus reveals the future reality 
of resurrected life for those who have put their faith in Jesus Christ. It will be an eternal, glorious, 
powerful, spiritual, heavenly body that perfectly reflects the image and glory of God!
1. Read 1 Cor. 15:42-44. What do these verses tell us about our resurrected bodies? How do we 

see glimpses of these aspects of resurrection in Jesus after His resurrection?
2. Read 1 Cor. 15:49. What does this verse reveal about the ultimate purpose of our resurrection? 

Read Rom. 8:29-30. How do these verses connect to 1 Corinthians 15?
3. Are you excited about heaven? Is the resurrection something that you think about and find hope 

in? Why or why not?

The resurrection of Jesus is your motivation to live boldly for Jesus today (58)
Paul’s application of the resurrection of Jesus in the lives of the Corinthian believers was 

simple: Stand strong in your faith in the Gospel and keep doing the work of Jesus, knowing that there 
will be an eternal reward in the resurrection. In other words, the resurrection of Jesus gives believers 
motivation for standing firm in their faith even in the face of attacks against their faith. The 
resurrection of Jesus gives believers motivation in their work of the Gospel even in the face of 
difficulties and trials in doing the work of the Gospel. The resurrection of Jesus gives believers 
motivation because the resurrection of Jesus means that nothing in their life can destroy them. The 
resurrection of Jesus means that they have victory over death and eternal life with Jesus, so the 
resurrection of Jesus means everything!
1. What did Paul mean when he called on the Corinthian believers to be steadfast and immovable? 

What does that mean for you and me today?
2. What did Paul mean when he commanded them to always abound in the work of the Lord. What 

does that look like in our church, in your Connect Group, and in your life?
3. What did Paul mean when we said that their labor would not be in vain? What does that mean for 

us today?
4. Close in a time of prayer, praying that we would apply the truth of the resurrection of Jesus in our 

lives in these same ways today.


